The supplementary cards stating information about
origin and educational background of the population
census of 17 May 1939

by Nicolai M. Zimmermann

The supplementary cards that had to be filled in for each household in line with the
population census of 17 May 1939 — as long as one fellow occupant was of Jewish origin -
have mostly been retained at the Federal Archives and show descent and university
degrees in addition to name, date of birth and address of the Jewish population.

The population census, including a business and occupation census of the German Reich,
which had already been scheduled for 1938 was postponed by one year to 17 May 1939 due
to the annexation of Austria.' Being a special census it also covered the supplementary cards,
which had to be filled in for each household giving details about origin and educational
background.? While in the census of 16 June 1933 the religious affiliation had been
questioned, they now only wanted to know about any Jewish origin in terms of the Racial
Laws of Nuremberg in accordance with the National Socialist ideology. In order to obtain
correct details, massive penalties were threatened on the one hand while on the other hand
discretion of those counting was officially assured; the counters were to receive the cards in a
sealed envelope. They also promised a purely statistical evaluation. Provided that one of the
household members had answered the question asking for a Jewish grandparent with yes, the
supplementary cards were brought — after their regular evaluation by the Statistical Authority
of the Reich, the State Statistical Offices and the registry offices of the police — to the Reich
Office of Genealogy being the only authority, which was responsible for genealogical
research and origin verification.

! On the Population Census from 1939 and the supplementary cards compare amongst others Law on the
Enforcement of a Population, Occupation and Business Census of 04 Oct 1937, in: Reichsgesetzblatt 1937 I,
page 1053; GOTz ALY/KARL-HEINZ ROTH, Die restlose Erfassung. Volkszahlen, Identifizieren, Aussondern im
Nationalsozialismus, Frankfurt/M. 22000 (1st edition 1984); JUTTA WIETOG, Volkszahlungen unter dem
Nationalsozialismus. Eine Dokumentation zur Bevélkerungsstatistik im Dritten Reich (Schriften zur Wirtschafts-
und Sozialgeschichte 66), Berlin 2001; UNDINE VOLscHow, Judische Bevélkerung im Regierungsbezirk
Chemnitz. Auswertung der ,Ergdnzungskarten fiir Angaben iiber Abstammung und Vorbildung™ aus der
Volkszéhlung vom 17. Mai 1939 im Bundesarchiv, in: JURGEN NITSCHE/RUTH ROCHER (editor), Juden in
Chemnitz. Die Geschichte der Gemeinde und ihrer Mitglieder. Mit einer Dokumentation des jldischen
Friedhofs, Dresden 2002, pages 142-149; GUDRUN EXNER/PETER SCHIMANY, Die Volkszdhlung von 1939 in
Osterreich und die Erfassung der Osterreichischen Juden, in: RAINER MACKENSEN (editor),
Bevolkerungsforschung und Politik in Deutschland im 20. Jahrhundert, Wiesbaden 2006, pages 137-160.

2 The form of the supplementary card in addition to the associated envelope were attached to the regulation of
the Secretary of the Reich for Trade and Industry of 21 January 1938 as part of the enforcement of the Law on
Population, Occupation and Business Census as printed matter number Il bzw. Ila (cp. Reichsministerialblatt Nr.
6 of 17 Feb 1938, pages 51f). Cp ELISABETH BRACHMANN-TEUBNER, Die Neubearbeitung des Gedenkbuches
»Opfer der Verfolgung der Juden unter der nationalsozialistischen Gewaltherrschaft in Deutschland 1933-1945“.
Eine Zwischenbilanz, in: KLAUS OLDENHAGE/HERMANN SCHREYER/WOLFRAM WERNER (editor), Archiv und
Geschichte, Festschrift fur Friedrich P. Kahlenberg, Diisseldorf 2000, pages 275-290, here page 280.
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Whether that material was actually used for the preparation of the deportations, as frequently
suspected,® could not be proved so far despite the odd violation of the Statistics Secret Act,
and is rather unlikely due to the fact that the material had only been available in the
registration offices in April/May 1941 and as of January 1942 in the Office of Genealogy of
the Reich.* The majority of cards survived the war probably in the premises of the Reich
Office of Genealogy in the Oranienburger Stral3e 28 (a building of the Jewish Community of
Berlin which was confiscated after 9 November 1938), which had occasionally been used for
disclosure purposes since the late 1940s by the Jewish Community in East Berlin.’

In 1981 the Federal Archivs — in the course of the preparation of the first edition of the
Memorial Book— as well as the Leo-Baeck-Institute in New York and the memorial place Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem made efforts to facilitate a possible evaluation and picturisation of the
supplementary cards. Although both motions were rejected, the Archives Administration run
by the GDR had detected the significance of the supplementary cards and took care of them
afterwards.’ When the cards ended up in the Federal Archives through the takeover of the
Central State Archive of the GDR in the early 90s, they were allocated to inventory R 1509
Reich Office of Genealogy.

Since the documents are at risk of being decayed by acid and microfilming could not provide
a fully adequate replacement due to the yellowish mechanical pulp paper and the fading
writing utensils of different colours, the Federal Archives began digitizing them in 1992. This
was carried out with the aid of different ABM staff over a period of several years.” Since 2001
the so-called VZ database has been available in access 97 formate for scientific use. Scientific
users can now access that database on application after reducing the retention period in the
reading room of the Federal Archives in Berlin-Lichterfelde, while the actual supplementary
cards have been taken out of use for reasons of conservation.®

% Cp. ALY/ROTH, Erfassung (as in note 1), page 12; SAUL FRIEDLANDER, Das Dritte Reich und die Juden,
volume 1: Die Jahre der Verfolgung 1933-1939, Miinchen 1998, page 218.

* Cp. WIETOG, Volkszihlungen (as in note 1), pages 166ff and 189ff; EXNER/SCHIMANY, Volkszahlung (as in
note 1), pages 137f and 154.

> Cp. VOLscHow, Ergdnzungskarten (as in note 1), pages 143 and 149, note 10.

® Cp. VoLscHow, Erganzungskarten (as in note 1), page 144.

" How to proceed when digitizing compare BRACHMANN-TEUBNER, revised edition (as in note 2), pages 277ff.

¥ Cp. UNDINE VoLScHow, Juden in Deutschland vor der Vernichtung. Die Ergdnzungskarten iber Abstammung
und Vorbildung aus der Volkszdhlung vom 17. Mai 1939. Pressekonferenz am 10. September 2001, in:
Mitteilungen aus dem Bundesarchiv 9 (2001), booklet 3, pages 6-8; Statements by JULIAN NIDA-RUMELIN,
MICHAEL WOLFFSOHN, PAUL SPIEGEL und HARTMUT WEBER, in: Ibidem, pages 9-13.
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Table 1: Results of the population
origin®

census of 17 May 1939 in terms

of persons of Jewish

Origin acc. to National Socialist - Official Supplementary cards Share of persons
classification result passed on passed on by name
Number Number | Distribution in %
Jews 233,646 203,765 49.60% 87.21%
(at least three Jewish grandparents)
Jewish half-breeds of first degree 52,005 45,982 11.20% 88.42%
(two Jewish grandparents)
Jewish half-breeds of second degree 32,669 27,784 6.80% 85.05%
(one Jewish grandparent)
Total number of people of Jewish origin 318,320 277,531 87.19%
Non-Jews 126,599 30.80%
Unclear data 6,790 1.70%
Total number of registered people 410,920 100.00%

There is evidence of approximately 130,000 households in the existing supplementary cards
with at least one Jewish household member according to the Nuremberg Laws stating
altogether approximately 277,500 citizens with their full name, date and place of birth, their
origin as well as their precise address as per deadline 17 May 1939 (see table 1). Since the
supplementary cards covered all individuals of a household, there is also a large number of
non-Jewish persons recorded on those cards and therefore also recorded in the database.
Unfortunately, the forms did not require any details on the relationships of those who lived in
one household, so that conclusions on family backgrounds are sometimes self-evident, if there
is any doubt, though, there is no clear evidence.

If you compare these numbers with the result of the population census officially published in
1940 resp. 1944, it is clear that only about 87.2 % of all people living in the German Reich,
who are of Jewish origin, are known by name due to the supplementary cards. The reason for
this is that the supplementary cards for the state of Thuringia, the Rhine Province, the
adminstrative districts Erfurt and Minden as well as some Bavarian districts have not been
passed on. Only part of the missing cards — for instance those for the administrative districts
Minden and parts of the cards from Cologne — were actually destroyed by air raids. The
supplementary cards for Thuringia and the majority of those for the Rhine Province were
stored at the reserve post of the Reich Office of Genealogy in Schloss Rathsfeld in
Rofla/Harz where they were probably eliminated in 1945.

The records of the population census of 17 May 1939 provide a clear picture of the Jews
living in Germany prior to the major deportations and give details about the whereabouts and
the exact address, which in most cases must have been the last freely chosen address as well
as the living conditions of individuals. The supplementary cards are therefore an important
source for relatives and family researchers, scientists and the culture of commemoration.

® For the official result cp. STATISTISCHES REICHSAMT (editor), Volkszahlung. Die Bevélkerung des Deutschen
Reichs nach den Ergebnissen der VVolkszahlung 1939, in: Statistik des Deutschen Reichs, volume 552, Booklet 4:
Die Juden und jldischen Mischlinge im Deutschen Reich, Berlin 1944, pages 6-8. Already in 1940 a preliminary
result of the population census with slightly deviating numbers was released: Die Juden und jldischen
Mischlinge im Deutschen Reich. Vorldufiges Ergebnis der Volkszahlung vom 17. Mai 1939, in: Wirtschaft und
Statistik, 1st and 2nd March booklet, Nr. 5/6 (1940). To discuss the numbers cp. DIANA SCHULLE/UNDINE
VoLscHow, Die Neubearbeitung des Gedenkbuches ,Opfer der Verfolgung der Juden unter der
nationalsozialistischen Gewaltherrschaft in Deutschland 1933-1945%, in: Gedenkbuch — Opfer der Verfolgung
der Juden unter der nationalsozialistischen Gewaltherrschaft in Deutschland 1933-1945, revised and released
bythe BUNDESARCHIV, Koblenz, 2. updated and extended edition 2006, pages I1X-XII1I, here page XI and note 6.
19 Cp. BRACHMANN-TEUBNER, Neubearbeitung (as in note 2), pages 282f.
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Land: s .
Kreis: . X Dirucksache N, F¥

Gemeinde:

3iblbesirk Nr. .
Grunditiidislijte Nr.

3ur Haushaltunagslifte Nr. .

Bolks=, Verujs= und BVefriebssihlung am 17.9%ai 1939
Crgansungshatrte
fiir Angaben iiber Abftammung und Borbildung

Sedermann ijt gefefslich verpfiichtet, die erforderlichen Angaben 3u machen. Die Graanzungs:
karte ift nad forgfiltiger Ausfiillung in verydhlojfenem Umyjchlag dem abler su fibergeben!

_ Crlauferungen 3u umjtehendem Sragebogen
I. MWer hat cine Crgdnzungstarte audzufiillen?

Seber, ber gur Ausfillung einex Haushaltungdlifte vervflidytet 1% (vgl. S. 1 dox Haus-
Baltungslifte), bat audy cine Crginqungsfarte ausgufiillen.  Verfonen, die nicht jur Familie
Des Haushaltungsvorftandes geboren (3. B. Sausgehilfen, Gefellen, Lelhrlinge, Kuedyte, Lands
helfer, Migde, Uutermieter, DVenfionggdfte, Verfonal und Snfajfen von Anjialien u. 2al.),
jed beredytigt, die Angaben tiber Abjtammung und Borbildung auf einer befondeven Gr-
gdmungstarte su machen und diefe in verjdlofenem Umidlag an den Saushaltungdvorftand
abjugeben, dev fie dem Sahler ungedifnet auszubindigen hat.

1L Weldye Perfonen find eingutragen? :

Ale Verfoen, die in der Saushalfungslifte auf Seite 2 unter A und B anfgefiifut find.
Die Sapl der Pevjonen, fhr welde die Crgingungstarte AUngaben enthdlt, ift auf Sem
Umjdilag unten ju vermerfen.

I Qu Spalte 4:

Aujer dem Geburidort (Gemeinde) it audy deffen vermaltungsreditliche Suqgehirigheit
eimgufragen (wenn Her Gebuvtsort im Dentjdien NReid) liegt: der Kreis, dag WVejivtsamt,
der Amtsbegivt u. dgl; wenn der Geburtsort im Ansland liegt: der Staat). -

IV. Qu den Spalten 5 bis 8: '

Mafigebend ift allein die rafjenmdfige, nidyt die fonfeifionclle Qugebbrigleit. Ay

Glaubensjuden aben ibre der Rafie nafg volljiidifchen Grofeltern angugebern.
V. Qu den Spalten 9 und 10:

Cin Studium qilt als abgejdilofien, wenn nach Criiillung der vorgejdivicbenen Studien-
jeit Staats: oder ULdufprifungen mit Criolg abgelegf worden find.

Als Facdyjchulen fiir Siefe Crhebung qelten nur Sohere Staatseund SHihere fonftigeSdulen i :

Vauwefen, Sehiffba, Cand: wnd Forftwirtfdaft,
Mafchinenban, Edifyingenienvivefen, Gartentbaus und
Cleftrotednit, Tegtilwefen, Rulturbunefen,
Cuftfabrt: wnd Bergbaw, Seefabrt

Reaftfabrmefen, Hitttenmefen, und dbnlide Fadyjdulen.

v diefe Erhebung Tommen nidyt in BVetradht:
Gewerbes, Handelds, Bevufs: (Fortbildugs:) fchulen,
Handwerber:, Kunftgeroerbes, Mufitfchilen,
Sehulen fiiv Rindergarinevinmen, Sauglings:, Kvanfens und Haushaltapileqe.

Wer die umijtehenden Frogen wiffentlich walrheitdwidrig beantwortet vder fid) weigert, jie ju beanfivvrfen,
wird gemdf; § 6 des Gefesed vom 4. Oftober 1937 (Meidisgefesblatt [ S. 1053) mit Gefingnis bis 3u einem
Jabr und mit Geldftrafe oder mit ciner diefer Strafen beftvaft. AR mittelbaver Tiiter fann in der qleichen
Wetje beftraft tverden, wer gegenfiber dem bden Fragebogen Ausfiillenden (dem Haushaltungsvorftand ober
feinem Wertrveter) ivijjentlich faljche ngaben madht.

Wenden !

O EH
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Erliuterungen auf der Vorderseite beachten!

Vor Ausfillung die ganze Ergiénzungskarie durchlesen!

Geburtstag, War ober ift eer der vier Groeltevuteile dev Rafle | Tk Sle v | g go, an welder Sedye obee
2fbde. Familiznname Heburts. eburtdort wnd <heis | nad) Volljude? (Ja oder nein) (febe Exliuterung 1V) |Fodiduliudium| HodfGule  cec vor iorlGesm
Vornante Gaeldloten? Q:-mrulxg'éan.! [ja.bm Sie Staatss |
M. bei firauen audy MidGenrame mf’“ﬂf: (fiche Grlfuterang T Grefeater | i Grofoatee | Wrof (T ser neiny | SPer Woldilusprifungen abgelegt?
: ! _(i)efillli[‘?]ﬂ.?lj b S | Eec_di{;:nfciién : .mﬁfinﬁrﬁn[eirs (fishe Crlauterung V)
i‘ 2 3 4 5 | L 7 I -3" i 23 9 3 P YR V““g’o i
A. Gimtlie Anwefende
[ % Poct Schmits s | ek, K. Lasbas
2 Mana Selieitz, go%. Zowotka 188 38| T Howandie, Kr
G N Fotite 11.3. 351 T Maidr =
3 )4 Rwiczik SWI | Wophies, Kr. Stubn
2 |TE Jong TA I I880 | Schdaeheok, Krs. Calbe a8
=T (T Miller 0.5, Diawaig
3( 1 Salty [ 56280 | Iods Polm
bl Tenriette Caltm, syeb, Oppeaheimer 0.3 1855 By
§ & Georg Coin T R " Teclin i
Z Ruth Scimids, geb. Cofn, .0 307 ek
o3 sbetk Sehrldt 8.7, 357 ot
Q7w Wariha Seluitze 245, 1859 Kauffwey, Ker. Gobibery
% v
2,
3.
4,
5.
6. i o
s o
8 _ S5 S e Rt 1
9.
10. 2
B. Boriibergehend abmwefende Mitglieder der Haushaltung
Beirgid Rechand Somidt 10.21. 21508 Y . nein i nein nein nein R = 0
1. :
2. )
3. = =
4.

Befcheinigung: Daf bie Angaben volljtindig und nady beftem Wiffen gemadt worden find, be[ceinigt:

Hn bite Thie Vntusoli: I

Tolhuwrg: ..

CGtrafie Me. v

w8 Samebalngieariante, fivs Serttsd obee feofige e Teifiluny recsidiee Tecora)
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